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service, and more ji^t^^^

But his abuses were                              Is not the place

for an enumeration of the            of             Carta.    It is

true that there was hardly an                         his

that did not have a grievance, but          were only op-

pressed indirectly.   Those                   the brant of his

oppression were his vassals.   All the                        of

William II. were                in aggravated form.   John

broke every jgrovision ^iich a feudal contract of his         ,
co^-d^p^iblj have contained.^ Finally, most of his
vassals refused to follow him to the continent, basing
their refusal OB the           grounds             in Richard's

reign.   The uprising which                in  Magna   Carta

was no^ajgure^^                    of which the last

was in 1173-4.   The

not simply in its baronial character;         the            had

a ISiESES^                   in the discontent of the lower

^          was in it the

Whence came the possibility in England of anything
even approaching a national revolt at a time when
a thing was impossible elsewhere in Europe?   The regular
arrangement of forces in earlier conflicts had          king,

chtirchj and lower classes against feudal nobility.
Throughout the middle ages, in Europe, the lay nobles
stood alone; their interests could not be identified with
those of any other class. While people and church saw
a lesser danger in the growing power of the king than in
the power of numerous local tyrants, there was no possi-

ness sometimes resulted. Edward I/s succession was a transition in this
matter. He w^s on crusade when Ms father died; but four days later, upon
Ms father's burial, a considerable number of prelates and barons took the
oath of allegiance to him notwithstanding his absence. From that time,
he was regarded as king, and was the first so regarded before coronation.
With the succession of Edward IL, the change was complete; he became
king by the fact of his father's death.
* See Mitchell, Taxation under Jokn and Henry III., pp. 361-366.
3 Yet John was not original at every point. It has been too often as-
sumed that every abuse corrected in the Charter must have been begun
by John. Extortionate reliefs on the baronies, for example, go back to
Henry IL